A Cataloguing System for General Practice

Heirarchy

1 STAFF (RECEPTION, SECRETARIAL)
2 NURSING

3 BUSINESS OF GENERAL PRACTICE

4- 5 

MEDICAL STUDENTS & BASIC SCIENCES

6 PRHO

7-8

DIAGNOSTICS/THERAPEUTICS

9-10    
          
GENERAL PRACTICE & CONSULTATION SKILLS
11-14

TRAINING & EDUCATION (POSTGRAD & UNDERGRAD)

16-16

SPECIALTIES – MEDICAL & SURGICAL
17-21  
MINOR SURGERY, MEN, WOMEN & SEXUAL HEALTH, TRAVEL MEDICINE, HEALTH PROMOTION,  COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE
23
SOCIAL MEDICINE & PUBLIC HEALTH
24
MEDICO-LEGAL MEDICINE & ETHICS

25
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT/CLINICAL GOVERNANCE    /REVALIDATION
26             
     RESEARCH & CRITICAL APPRAISAL
26           
     IT & THE INTERNET
27-29           
    CD+ROM SOFTWARE, VIDEOS AND AUDIO CASSETTES
30            
     REFERENCE MATERIAL
Numbers in parenthesis ( ) indicate number of shelves typically required devoted to subject matter, assuming 1 shelf measures 50cm in width

WIDTH OF SHELF =

HEIGHT OF SHELF =

1. 
RECEPTION/ADMINISTRATION (1)
	1-REC
	Reception

	1-SEC
	Secretarial (see also REFERENCE for dictionaries)


2. 
NURSING (2)
	2-NURS
	General Nursing

	2-PN
	Practice Nursing

	2-DN
	District Nursing

	2-HV
	Health Visitor


3. 
BUSINESS OF GENERAL PRACTICE/PRACTICE MANAGEMENT (1)
Inc. books on Practice Manager

	3-BUS
	BUSINESS OF GENERAL PRACTICE


4&5
 MEDICAL STUDENTS (1)
4. CLINICAL EXAMINATION AND HISTORY TAKING

	4-HxEx
	History Taking & Clinical Examination 


5. 
BASIC SCIENCES (1)

	5-ANAT
	Anatomy

	5-BIOCH
	Biochemistry

	5-MICRO
	Microbiology

	5-PATH
	Pathology

	5-PHYS
	Physiology


6. 
PRHO (1)
	6-FY
	Foundation Year/Internship Books


7. 
DIAGNOSTICS/LAB TESTS (1)
	7-CHEM
	Chemical Pathology

	7-ECG
	ECG

	7-RADIOL
	Radiology (X-ray, USS etc)


8. 
THERAPEUTICS (1)
(excluding pharmacology – basic sciences)
	8-THERA
	Therapeutics & Prescribing


9. 
GENERAL PRACTICE (2)
	9-GP
	General resources for general practice

Including specialised GP books (GPs with a Special Interest)


10.
CONSULTATION SKILLS (1)
	10-CONS
	Books on “The Consultation”


11.
NARRATIVE BASED MEDICINE(1)
12.
GP TRAINEE (1)

13.
MRCGP (1)

14. 
OTHER EXAM BOOKS (1)

15. 
TRAINING & EDUCATION (2)

16.
MEDICAL SPECIALTIES (5)
	16-A&E
	Accident & Emergency

	16-CARD
	Cardiology (ECGs under DIAGNOSTICS)

	16-DERM
	Dermatology

	
	Diabeteology –see endocrinology

	16-ELD
	Elderly Medicine (Geriatrics)

	16-ENDO
	Endocrinology including diabeteology

	16-GAST
	Gastroenterology 

	16-GEN
	Genertics

	16-MED
	General Medicine

	
	Geriatrics – see Elderly Medicine

	16-HAEM
	Haematology

	16-INFEC
	Infectious Diseases incl AIDS &Travel Medicine

	16-NEUR
	Neurology

	
	Oncology – see Palliative Medicine

	16-PAEDS
	Paediatrics

	16-PALL
	Palliative Medicine/Oncology

	16-PSYC
	Psychiatry

	16-REN
	Renal Medicine

	16-RESP
	Respiratory Medicine

	16-RHEUM
	Rheumatology


17.
SURGICAL SPECIALTIES (2)
	17-ENT
	ENT (Otorhinolaryngology)

	17-SUR
	General Surgery

	17-OPHTH
	Ophthalmology

	17-ORTHO
	Orthopaedics

	17-SPORTS
	Musculoskeletal & Sports Medicine

	17-UROL
	Urology


18.
MINOR SURGERY (1)
	18-MSURG
	Minor Surgery


19.
MEN, WOMEN & SEXUAL HEALTH (1)
	19-FP
	Family Planning

	19-O&G
	Obstetrics & Gynaecology

	19-MEN
	Men’s Health

	19-SEX
	Sexual Health & STDs (genitor-urinary medicine)


20.
TRAVEL MEDICINE & INFECTIOUS DISEASE (1) incl AIDS and Immunisations
	20-IMMS
	Immunisation

	20-TRAV
	Travel Medicine 

	20-INFEC
	Infectious Diseases

	20-AIDS
	AIDS


21. HEALTH PROMOTION (1) INCLUDING PATIENT INFORMATION
	21-HEALTHPROM
	General Health Promotion

	21-WEI
	Weight Management & Obesity 

	21-EXE
	Exercise

	21-SMOK
	Smoking

	21-DRUG
	Drugs

	21-PI
	Patient Information


22.
COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE (1)
	22-COMP
	Complementary Medicine



23.
SOCIAL MEDICINE & PUBLIC HEALTH (1)
	23-OCC
	Occupational Health

	23-PUBLIC
	Public Health & Health promotion

	23-SOCIAL
	Social Medicine

	23-TRANS
	Transcultural Medicine


24.
MEDICOLEGAL MEDICINE AND ETHICS (1)
	24-ETHIC
	Ethics

	24-LEGAL
	Medico-Legal Medicine


25.
PERSONAL CARE AND DEVELOPMENT/CLINICAL GOVERNANCE/REVALIDATION (1)
	25-DEVEL
	Personal Care & Development 

	25-GOV
	Professional Development/Clinical Governance


26.
RESEARCH & CRITICAL APPRAISAL (1)
	26-AUD
	Audit

	26-EBM
	Evidence Based Medicine

	26-RES
	Research


27.
IT & THE INTERNET (1)
	27-IT
	IT & THE INTERNET


28.
CD-ROM SOFTWARE (2)
	28-CDROM
	Software material


29.
EDUCATIONAL VIDEOS/AUDIO CASSETTES (2)
	29-AUDIO
	Audio material

	29-VID
	Video material


30. 
REFERENCE & NSFs (2)
	30-DIR
	Directories – general & medical, secondary & primary care, medical listings

	30-EDICT
	English Dictionaries/Thesauri

	30-MDICT
	Medical Dictionaries

	30-NSF
	National Service Frameworks


31. JOURNALS (0 if electronic)
Most journals are available electronically via the web.

I suggest creating web links to these rather than keeping paper bound copies (often becoming voluminous, out of date and gathering dust)
Dr. Ramesh Mehay, Bradford VTS, www.bradfordvts.co.uk 


